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| Name eae Duran Navarro _ 
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Date of Birth _ 
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' Special Characteristics - 
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1978 
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spouse 
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. Children 





Color Eyes. Hair 
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we wer ene eee age 
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Address 
Telephone 
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a. Relative(s): Name 
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b. Area frequented: 
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— Date 
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“o> Interview: 


Present: | Gary Cornwell, Dan Hardway, Ed-Lopez, > 7 he 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





- KENNEDY ‘ese 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS 


Name Ruben Duran Navarro _ Date June 6, 1978 Time 11:15AM 


'. Address a e a _ | Place _ 





Harold Leap, Honorio Escondon and 
Dr. Alfonso Orozco Contreras 


G. Cornwell : Representing the Mexican Government, — 


eon Escondon and Dr. Alfonso Orozco. 
“Contreras. We apone to you lage week | 
© on Wednesday and we. have come back ‘today. 

to simply make a record of your memory of. 
the events that we have an interest in. _ 
R. Duran . : Yes. | | _—- 
Ge Cornwell / Could you tell what your present occupation _ 


: Ls. “3 _ 


an one 4 is ive: business address? 


ee 


R. Duran ; Here? 3 


2 


-G. Cornwell : and how long have you had. that occupation? 


R. Duran as since 1948 : | | _ 7 


Interviewer Signature 


typed Signature, Gary Cornwell, I Hardway, Ed ae Harold Leap 


Se ee 


eerie i ig ee ar ia ee ae > Pe a al [i Ee le a reese ane 
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a f . 
. G 
. e 
' 


HW 53060 


'*::Tnterview: 
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G. Cornwell 


R. Duran © 


Duran — 


G. Cornwell 


G. Cornwell — 


- R. Duran 


G. Cornwell 


R. Duran 


G. Cornwell 
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Cornwell 


se 


we 1963. 


ae 


Ruben Duran Navarro 4 a ee ie Se 


During that period of time, have you had 
any other jobs or’ sources of income? 


No. 


obs q like to direct your attention to ie 


Well, 


week of November 22, ‘that was a Friday, 3 


pid it come to your attention Pe 


on that day, that president John F. “Kennedy 


had been assassinated? 
Yes.» 


Do you recall where you were when you first 


heard that news... 


= I don't remember exactly where I was but I 


Deda ene ee read the papers and all . 


' other excitment. 


at that time. have an occasion to 


Did you 

| discuss: the assassination with: any other 
‘person? a | a | 
Yes, probably with my brother, with my 


wife, with everybody that is near me. 


And for the record what is the name of 


your brother? — 


a0 


Horatio Duran Navarro. 


And your wife's name? 


Betty Serrato Azucka de Duran. 


And are ‘you Sete married to her? 


a an nT a ee ee eae reared renrageian a akgie-gintaamanaccanmenan deta enlanticemaaaaehenmemabaenteeaiag 
= eae tee oe nae a 





it was Friday, I was probably working. 


state : 
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R. 


-G. Cornwell 


R. 


Duran 


. Cornwell | 
‘Duran’ 


Cornwell — 


Duran 


Cornwell 


Duran 


Duran 


DocId: 32271403 


Yes. _ 
Did’ you have an occasion, on that day, to 
discuss it with anyone else? 


I don't remember exactly who T discuss it 


with. 


On that day, or shortly thereafter, did you 


read in the newspapers or see on television-- 


or hear on eelevision: the - name and the face 


- of cae alleged assassin? - 


' 98 


I remember that I read ne papers out of 


the--sure everybody read the paper, everybody 


read the paper to see what happen. The only | 


» thing I didn't-~er don't remember who was. the 


es 


ae 


“aches hour, a did not know the name of this guy. 


That was the ‘first time I hear his name. 
“Had you, then to ee best of your. memory 


ot discussed the name . of the assassin, 


prior to being taken to the POLECS station? 


killer til they took us to the ? 


oe: - ee. | precient. — 


“Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro _ =.= iB pppoe. 


‘Lee Harvey Oswald, wah any friends or relatives — 


“because during that hour that they took. us=— _ 


‘Do you recall seeing his picture on television 
or in the newspapers? 7 7 -. - 2 


= remember the first time I saw me picture 


was on TV when they took it an — kill him 
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Cornwell 


Duran 
Cornwell 
Duran 


Cornwell 


‘Duran 


Cornwell | 
Duran 
“Cornwell 


Duran — 


Cornwell 


Duran 


. Cornwell — 
Duran 


Cornwell 


Duran 
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" Interview:. Ruben Duran Navarro os Fee a 


e¢ 


oe 


Correct? 


What were the 


That would have been the occasion on which 


he was killed, the assasin was killed, or 


the alleged assassin was killed in the police — 
‘station in Dallaz? — | 


ee. 


That would have been then on Sunday the 24th. 


Yes. 


Upon seeing Lee Harvey Oswald then on television 


at that time did you have any memory of ever 


seeing him on any prior occasions? . 


No. 


Going back then, to your statement that his. 


“ name came to your attention when the police 


contacted oe 


‘Yes. 


Would 1t be accurate. to state ‘that was on 


‘November 23rd, Saturday? 


ves. 


At that ea the aise came to your home? 


Correct. 


And they also took you to fo ‘Sarkes station? 


Yes. 
nature of the questions they 
asked you? - < 
Oswald. | 


If I know Lee They don't ask me if 





Page 6 





Seen ae a ee 


‘=—<Tnterview: Ruben Duran Navarro ~ 4 ee ote 


i 
I know him. They told me that he was my friend 

G. Cornwell : In other words they made the allegation or 

the accusation to you that he was your friend, 


is that. correct? 


“0. RS Duran “3 Yes. 


-- G. Cornwell : In order to get you to respond? 
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- R. Duran | : No. 


-G. Cornwell: Did they look through any of your books or | 


R. Duran. 


'R. Duran : Yes. 
G. Cornwell : Did they make any other allegation or accusation — 


— you? 


» papers or records? 


They look ‘iisiedateleiais they wert to my hay 

they went through ay Bietaes ‘and my papers | 

Between my sister-in-law | went to my house going 

to. see what! Ss going on.) Then when they all 

“these people, oe into -, house, they started 

. Ee looking in all my ‘papers, all my draws, everything. 

Ge Coenel Dus They dia a thorough search of your home? — 

R. Duran 3 ais” | 

G. Cornwell : Compete search? 

R. Duran | : Well, T don' t think Lt was a | complete search| 
"because Eney: they meee looked fox pictures. . 

had a lot of pictures, 


G. Cornwell. 


But they looked svernersnoveus house? 


Docld: 32271403 Page ? 
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‘Duran 


‘Cornwell 
Duran 
‘Cornwell 


Duran — 


Cornwell | 
‘Duran — 


Cornwell 


Duran 
Cornwell | 


Duran 
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es 


: Yes, 


they looked all through my house. 





a don't remember if they looked everywhere 


in my wife's house -~-man, it was so many 


a over there. Well, around probably 


To you nnOWe SIS did chay find anything 


which: indicated any association between 


you and Lee Harvey Oswald? 


‘No, it was impossible. 


How many people do you recall being taken. 


to the police station? > 


It was er, my sister-in-law, my brother, 


my wife, this American girl, Barbara was 


there, her boyfriend that went to pick up 


her and ? he's dead 


already, girlfriend of my sister, she was 


eating with “my beother and ~ sister. = _ ° 
‘When were all of you released ee the police 


station? 


At the same aeoehe next day ‘Sunday. at: eas 


two or three o'clock in the morning. 


So at would be. very late Saturday? 


Around twelve nours: sey took: us iieve-“ereven: 


to twelve hours. 
After that do you recall again--or do you ae! 


discussing the interrogation with your relatives? 


I discussed that. We asked my sister-in-law 





a = ys LAG ae ET eo Zo net q . : _ 
‘ 2 r : yee, CaneT te ee Sees . sae ih ay ge ee vate nee ‘i $B ‘ “ates 
NE AE ante Re Ake yagi! aint Balam NE RPE MELE BRON wie Coste h tat ncaa adane BS TH A Rp ha pei nine T KS Tuetedne sanksh sa takin ceca Tate, ties ho Aerie ea Ste ket int th alan ery Cab te A aint eisth 
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» Cornwell. 


Duran 


. Cornwell 
“Duran” 

“Cornwell _ 
Duran ~ 
Cornwell - 
Duran | 


Cornwell 


Duran... 


‘Cornwell 


Duran 


Cornwell 


DocId: 32271403 


Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro i sea er ae 


eouia not talk. 


eee 
ete 2 SE Tap ea tae step tote: ant semana bene TOTS S a he ee sa ni etinnirtor etnies bat 


hee was going on and she told us that she 
The only thing that she 


could tell us— that the reason they took | 


us: over there because he has her name-- 


In Samborne's.> 


‘eed Oswald Ane her name ain her phone book. 


OK when you say your sister-in-law, you are 


referring to Silvia? 


Silvia, yes. 


When did this conversation occur? 


after eee let oe, go we 


~ went all together when : we got wey from there 


a) 


Yes. 


You went to Samborne's?. 


- And. ‘that isa large department store, 


to have something to eat. 


6 this would be two or iano tha in the 
morning? 


Three or four. _ 


‘Yes. _ 


cafeteria, 


“ehese °* 


"cafe ‘that's open 24 hours. 


‘Yes, it's only one ‘block FE ene 


It’ Sa 


open 24 Bone 


And at that Riles you discussed the nature of 


The only one there _ 


a a ea ee ee A ee 


eit aa os as 


ei, aeialeats aS gestae cer Daee aes. tes 


‘the questions page had been asked by the eeiieees : 
: Yes. | 
: Did you learn through those conversations that , 


ne er Cees | 


rr Sr 
Si 


| Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro, | ; 2 | 8 . ees 


the police had asked aby other kinds of 
questions other than the ones they had 

| asked of you? ‘In other words, did they 
any kinds of. accusations of the other | 

" peoplei~ of Silvia or e Horatio? 


No, no, no. They all serad the same thing) 


-R. Duran oe 


: and all--they told us it was a big mistake 


Pasa that we have to forget about everything. 
- @. Cornwell: OK based on the conversations that you had | 
., ae, ‘canbonnete ? at appeared to you ee ie | 
_ oe “a onkan asked Scevvons tie cane Gee of — | 
| C. at °R, Duran - ~ PYes, I think that eeetsuoay asked the same-- 
| . - | my brother, they asked him toy my wife too and | 
everybody. | | | | | 
|G. Cornwell: All right. Based on those conversations, aia o 4. "° 8 


"anyone: ~-your brother, ‘your wife, anyone a oe i 
indicate that they had ever met with or seen | 


Lee Harvey Oswald besides Silvia? 


6 


R. Duran The only one was Silvia. 


es 


Gz. Cornwell - And would you ‘tell us as best you recard exactly ao 
what Silvia said at that time the natiee oe ss 
| | her ‘contact with Oswald was? > | _ a 4.8 
R. Duran = My T speak Spanish? | | | | 
G. Cornwell : Certainly, wai Ui Amaneiates. 


R. Duran  : OK 
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Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro | a ee en 7 —-QGee 


R. Duran , : I remember that we arrived at Samborne's. 
We were all very anxious to fina out exactly 
what had happened--what this whole thing was 
: all about. ‘Than Silvia said to. us, the ‘problem 
was, the accused assassin of John F. Kennedy 
had been in Mexico fooling for a visa to see et 
Russia via Cuba. “7 * | 
Bd. Lopez In other words a in-transit v visa. 
"OR. Duran > @ And that she had been the person who would 
oe ; | handle him, and so that Ke would not consistently 
or persistently visit the Cuban Consulate, she 
| had given him her telephone so that he could 
Ge ie . * © communicater with her and for that reason they 
e, ee had Looked her up and ehey had found data with | 
| her name in a address book of Lee Harvey Oswald! ae 
R. Duran . .: That's it. _ | | : 7" 
(G. Cornwell =: Did she eel you anything about any other 
a a ‘conversations. which may have occured inside of 


one consulate? 


R. Duran No. We did not discuss any of ‘nae because 

| : wee were all very tired and really none of us a* 
knew anything about this. The foiiewing ae 
= m. not sure if it was ‘the following day or 
ae aay, after that, they coat detained her 


to the Security Station to weotece her. 2 


T.V. so that she would not be alone. 


AMI AS? Me es ee 
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Interview: Ruben Duran Na.-arro es ot 10 peet 


Then again I did not see Héee= eve never 
~~ really been that close-- until it all ended. 
“G. Cornwell: pid she mention to you anything about her 
| : "reaction to Oswald--what she thought about 
her? | 
R. Duran : i'm not sure if we [ona about that, but 
a we probably did talk about it since it is. 
sO strange, SO Sur es ‘the ordinary. | a tried 
to figure out what was going on and I. became 
"very interested and I asked > 7 | to be” 


more > | about it. 


G. Cornwell Where did you read about it? 


CR. puran 


G. Cornwell | : Anywhere else? 


ee 
oa 


In the newspapers. 


R.. Duran a : : | | 
- G. Cornwell : Dia she ait you whether or not Oswald had 
ea ae. "made her mad, _ Whether ena tert sorry for 
“ham, whether she’ tried to help him or any 

| thing along nose: lines? - What was her 


_ personal reaction to him? 





R. Duran : : I'm noe eancray sure, but I. have | an. idea. 
_ She gave him the telephone number because 
aie felt very Sorry for him and the continued 
to insist--insisted-- and I think that! s why 
a OB — eae PEOnaM ey. gave him the phone number , as he 


PeAMGHberS.. 





: - oot : ‘ : = . ‘ eee oh oe Ss ee : eee fe cae ee ee ee pete Ste ete ee 
re LA TS AAR me hme il a a ee te ee A Ei rt =~ fe ene s ao Pek apite, careless 
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Interview: 


Cornwell 


- Duran 


ieee 


Duran _ 


Cornwell 


‘Duran — 


Cornwell 


~ Duran ° 
.. Cornwell 
Duran» 


Cornwell | 


a 
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Ruben Duran Na arro 


ea 


6 


part to possibly to shot the Seesidence 


oe 


Did she ever Say anything to you that lead | 


outside of the Consulate? 
No. 
Has that are egesaen or secusa tion, ever come 


; heard any conversation about that possibility? 


‘No. 


Are you sure about that? 


= - = Paes ia ° ¢ a ee, eae ee ee 
i tt tat ttre Ue RE ARABS HR ARUN eR Mm i lan Sk Fe Ge teh ce et ten cre nl A i nly Ala I alin Ao met 


11 - 


pid she ever express ag doubt - about whether 
or noe the man who was in some the neanneneen 
and on television was in fact the man who had 
come to the eonsuiake and visit with her? 


No. 
you to believe she’ might have met with him - 
to YOUE attention before? 


faye wou. ever 


No. 


Did she: ever say anything to you which indicated 


-- that he “may have made ‘comments in conversations 


with her: that indicated an intention in hie. 


Yes. | a ~ 

Let me read to you a small excerpt out of a 
book written by Daniel Schorr, a. een ceSpondene.- 
from the United States, called Clearing the ‘Kir 
which reports apparant comments by Fidel Castro 
atid: ase you if she she ever relayed anything 


like this-- a conversation like this to you-- 
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. Interview: Ruben Duran Na -arro : a . “a 12. bed 


“salvia aia. | It states in the book on page 171 
"In an interview in ony 1967, with a British : 
Journalist, Comer Clark, Castro said that. 
- Oswald had come to the Cuban Cousulate twice 
- each time for about pitvedn minutes. ‘the 
- first time I was told he wanted to work for 
~~ he was Pr, to explain, but he wouldn' ed 
he wouldn' t go into @etails. ‘The ‘second. ot 
he said he wanted to free Cuba from American 
Inperialisn. Then he said something like 
| someone ought. to shot that: President Kennedy | 


then Oswald said and this was exactly how it 


~ was reported to me, ‘Maybe pte REY. to do it'. ois 


pid Silvia ever explain her contact with Oswald 


~, in terms--in any way resembling that? 


a R. Duran; No. none absolutely. 


HW 53060 


G. Cornwell » : Did she ever indicate the possibility, that 


_ perhaps when she was leaving the Consulate, — 


Oswald was waiting outside to talk to her? 


Was there any contact like that outside of ne 


Consulate? 


R. Duran —«: Now I don't if she really has some kind ofa 


contact with him or relating with the Visa or _ 


something like that, but he--I never heard any- 
thing like thew. 


G. Cornwell =: Ok that, exactly » the possibility that Ir meant 


ip shine 
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Interview: 


“RS: Duran 


°@, ‘Cornwell 


- R. Duran 


-G:~ Cornwell 


2. OR. Duran 


aoe OP Cornwell 


OR. Duran 


_G. Cornwell 


.R. Duran...” 


-. G.. Cornwell | 
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Ruben Duran Na‘arro — a e,. | tae ' 13 ee ae 


to ask you about, the possibility that he 


had waited and said, you know "Can you 


give me some more help on this. Visa" or 


| anything Like that. 

we. can be a ae 

‘But you never heard any stories? | 

‘Ohno, no, I never heard any stories. 

You indicated earlier, that the subject maeber:. 
of course with Silvia's contact with this man 


interested you enough that you read the newspaper 


articles on it? 


Yes, a have read all the problems during that 


= £4me for that reason asia. 


s— 


Had you ever esa cene Warren Commission report? 


Had you ever read any part of it, for instance 


. the: are dealing. mae Silvia? 


| _ with respect to one point and that is, was there _ 


No. a don’ t even “know what itis. | 


he . arrose: and detention by the Mexican authorities, 


in and of itself is ‘of no interest to us, except 


anything about that arrest or your treatment 


false statements to them? 


which led you to provide them anything but the 


truth about what happened? In other words, did _ 


arrest or the detantion cause you to make any 
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Interview: 


oR. 


G. 


Mee . 3 
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Le MS Nee 


Duran 


Cornwell 


- Duran 


“Cornwell 
Duran 

| Cornwell 
“Duran 
ee 
Duran | 
- Cornwell 
‘Duran 
Cornwell 
‘Duran 
Cornwell 
“Daran 
ea 
- Duran : 


Cornwell 


Duran 


Cornwell 


Duran 
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SERIE > gm ae 


Ruben Duran Navarro 


sé 


- 0 


"ge oe oe ee. ee 


a writer 3B 


ee 


es 


‘She. sa eegeane of mine, 


Yes. 


Netty 


‘Deeba. 


= — 
ne 
oA A tere in Ag aissintine’ dintastmens! thet lant ite! aed on Been ya ewer dain Ot at ean uscd nal i oil n pean ted WARS we (Et te nner = eens noe Ta “anand: 


— 


No. | | | ae 
Bid eu tell them the absolute truth when they 
sa aa you? me = | | 
rt was Ven little to say. 
to really think about it. | 
SO everything you told him was the truth? 
Yes. 


Did you know Sabio Asquay? © 


This:is the first I hear his name, I don't know. . 


He was the Council at the Cuban Consulate. 
Um hum. 


xou. did not know him ag 


Nee I do not aes him. 


Had you.ever met him? 


Never. 


Did you know an employee there, Theresa Prorenzo..- 
ere 
‘Did you ever now a person name. Louisa Calverone? 


Louisa cavernous? No. 


Did you ever know Camillo Carbiedo? 

i oe his. name in the Papers, che is 

7 ‘But I never met him 
A cousin of yours Deba Guiera. 


Not 2.32 


2 


it's Debake Gueria de ? 


ee husband was my 


3 professor--an art | professor of mine at St. 


Carnabis. 
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Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro Mae oak | 15) ' OCLs 


G. Cornwell Did--was your realtionship with. DeBakke or 


Ellena or her daughter Ellinita more than 
just a family relationship? Was it social © 
at all? 


No, we--when we were kids’ we used to see 


-R. Duran 
oo each other very often, bak after r got. 
‘married and after, I don’ t cious probably 
since 1943 since I didn't see them very 7 
often, only once in a while. 


7  G. Cornwell On those occasions what was the nature of 


those associations? What. type of events? | 
-R. Duran | : Well, since her husband was beeen she 
a ee was éeying to sell his paints outside 


interior design the greatest, so IE sometimes 


I sell some of his paints to some of my clients. 


G. Cornwell : Who is this you are talking about? 
-R.. Duran : 2 | 
~ G.- Cornwell : Did 3 you ever go to parties ee DeBake or 


‘Ellena? - 
_R. Duran. : Well not during that tine, probably, when we. 


were, kids. 


ae i Ss 


G6. Cornwell _ only when you were kids? 


R. Duran ; Yes. e Ps, | _ } a o \ 
G. Cornwell + During the 1960! S we understand that you: and 
Silvia and Horatio path, Bidica eabetee:; is that 
Woreect> | | | | 
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an noes Duran _ >: Do what? 
G. eaviwe is : Dance parties, where you get together with | 
| = a bunch of friends and do. the twist and that 
‘sort on thing? # aoe 7 : - tA 7 oe 
R. Duran ot Oh | yes, Yes, yes. | 
0G, iCornwell : Did Elenna or Ellinita DeBake ever come 


to those parties> 






R. Duran — No, we don't see each other for some time 
F and they are older than us. She is about - 
10 Gees older than I am. ; | - 
4G. Cornwell : Where were those parties held? 


‘In my house where 1 used to live and 2 

nok naa gas oe 2 7 = @Lter: change address from 
: 7“ oe BEE LAOtO where they arrest us, where they | 

went for aoa moved: to another part of 


the ‘street up from. there: ‘There we used to 





| have parties. Oh, about. ten parties in three 


| ‘years, something like that. 





G. Cornwell : Did d during this same period of time, you or 
a: Horatio or Silvia know any persons from Cuba? 

B. betah Poo Here in Mexico? | | 

G. Cornwell: Yes¢:! 
Rs ianan : No, not that I know. 
| 6, Corawela : Not that you knew anyway? Dia you ¥ecall_ 

| | during that period of time ever meeting a : a an 

Negro from Cuba? _ : | | 
OR, Duran: No. . a: 
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Cornwell 


Ruben Duran Navarro | | 2 ££ 2e 2 i 17 mea. 


Do you recall any employee of the Consulate 





“ever being at those parties? ae 

. R. Duran : No. | wig 
G. Cornwell : Do you know General Flores? - eS 
OR. Duran : Yes, he was my eirene: he vas my friend Sead 
a . - |. and I did a lot of work for him. | ase 
G. Cornwell : What kind of work? | i id 
 R. paras 3 Designing, he used to own a hotel in a. ee 
. | Iguna and I make designs for him.. He has 

| a house in, Cinada and I> dia designs for ; ! 


G. 


R, 


Cornwell | 
. Duran 


Cornwell > 


Duran . 
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him since he was BuiTaing a city. in 


2 eneinada- and Iguana and we were doing some 


_ work with him, plans and designs of motels, 


_ iy things Like that. 


Was he also a social acquaintance? 
A What? 
Also on a social basis? - 


Yes, he was very nice wet: ‘my family and: he 


used to go to my house once and a while 


? 
Goat Did he ever Sena fo. he parkas 
Duran : No, not to the parties, he was Gilder 406." 
Cornwell : 3 assume Seae the event--the assassination, 
| the arrest--was_ a eather significant thing in 

‘the lives of you and your family, correct? 

Duran | > it wasn't Significant per se, it was something 
| aifferent and strange and relevant, but nothing 
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ers 


peteyene. 
Gs Conmwert : The ony ceuson I asked the question iS, eae 
- rather significant event happens, ‘and especially 
at the event is also portrayed in the newspapers, 
“ate S “usual that for a long period of time ae 
Liaenatiten people will come to the person who 
experienced the event and pane ea them about — 
it,: correct? . - | 7 
 @. Cornwell - over the years since the assassination, ies 
iy anyone ever come to you an profess to know 
| Loe ne tous | anything about Oswald and his trip to Mexico 
Cat, Je pe AP Chey? oa : - 
be Ban. © No, they look for us, I think from the Black 
es sa a cached but we have--we don't want to. 
| talk. to nobody and they told us in the 


? Spanish | . aa \ ist ee 


"Bd Lopez. The police told them not to make a A comments 


‘But has. any of the people pe ae have asked you ie 


- G. Cornwell 
| about for instance agen mene ened to you that © 
they saw Oswald while he was here? 


R. Duran : No. 


G. Cornwell. Have they ever professed to have any information 
about his trip to Mexico City? a 
R. Duran : No. | | 


G. Cornwell 


6 


Do you have any reason to suspect that if we _ 
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ae Duran | 


G. 
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to any of these people, they would have 


- information of help to us? 


I don' t know what people, if | you tell me 


| but I don! ‘t know. | 
All of the people I just weed you about 
that you dia know, Ellena, Ellinisa, DeBake 


General Forbes. ney of those? 


No, no. It don’ t know deBake an Bees 


“I don't think so. r chink that Ellena at 
‘that time was a little girl. I'm not sure 


if enc had ‘returned ie, but I.saw her | 


9 -_ os I saw her in 1962, she 


* was married to Octavio Paz and: Ir was in Paris - 


for ‘twenty-four hours and there t went to 


visit her. TI. have to find her address through 
> the Embassy. She is the only” person I knew in -. 
“paris. We went out together with her daughter, 
and she. showed me a few things about Paris, —_ 


few places in Paris for the few hours that - | 


had ‘there--spent there. . 


But this was PELOE to the assassination? 


| “auly, 1962. 


Have you seen or talked to her since then? 


Non 
Do you know Ricardo Guerro? | 


-: Ricardo Guerra? I know he is a professor and © 


; yt : - 
. ‘ f: - . 
. . & 
i ee ee, te em ee 


ee ee . t - ’ . - . 
a ee ol ake > 5 ‘ - 
eh Gy A Pe Me Sy a Nl pt EEE ee ee = 
i a NO 
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OR. 


Duran — 


Duran | 


‘Duran. 


Cornwell 
‘Duran 


cornwell | 
Cornwell | 


‘Cornwell 


a friend of my brothersin the University. | 


‘Ruben Duran Navarro 


: Were you and he on a social basis? 


f 


: No. 


: Did he ever come to any of the parties at 


your home or Horatio’ Ss? 


“2 No. ‘He wasn't my friend, 


other than 


os Yes. 


Have you ever traveled outside ise Mexico, | 


the Paris trip? 


: “With who and when? 


a just know hin. 


ee ee ee 


eo I make a eras to Be hea in 1962 with. Clark 


Flores, he met us over ede a cousin 


? 


Port ie 


and another family om: 


we went ‘to Europe in| 


oo q9s2. We went eo maseecaam and then we fly 


Cornwell 


Duran 


cme Re ea ee 
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to Cuba and we went with--Black Forest invite 


us noe to Moscow 


because it was a 


Peanion Seoene ‘Olympic Committee. — 


committee. 


3 You went to Moscow for a reunion of the ee 


Yes. ae was _ going to Europe ana he told me you | 


"would like to go to Russia because. I am going 


there and I invite ‘you over ‘there. 
fixed our papers and then our cousin, she was 


"visiting us, she was very excited and she wanted _ 


' i to, 
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and then fais friend of 


A et etl re rare rete ee ra 


K 


So, he 


mine Ke. 


‘ , : oe abe oo oer a 
a kin aban Ne oy : 
. t 3 » she 
. é ‘ . st ; pari 
7 - mo ae . ’ 
a i at te i lc wpe A! us Se ap his Pa oy rae eer eee + F; 7 
— eho a 2 el Ne ae a A ene ry a Pn eee Pr 
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Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro © | ~ . chk 06 on 


wants to go ae. ‘The three together, we stayed 
three in oe PP and two days in the > 
and two days in the La Grado and then we went 
to? nt eee ee Denmark, the 2 
Comnany, then we went to Austria it was a trip 
all euee, cca Spain and then across Paris on 
| “the -? i a 
_G. Cornwell * Have | you ever been to (Cuba? 
RR. Duran : Yes, I went to Cuba in 1961. - I went to ra 
gay oe In St. BORE eG ‘Florida and I fly threw thru. 
~ Cuba 6 Miami and Ai stayed one day in Cuba 
: because I had never been there, in Havanna. 
C “"@. Cornwell: I Did you or Horatio or Silvia have any ‘friends: 
living - in Cuba? | 


OR. Duran Well, my brother was invited with ny-vhe went 


with Silvia--I do not know ae he went - 2 
Or he went. togathex. 1 eanenbee at ‘atte time — 
they went for one week and was invited to o firs, 
gs Shoo. 
G. Cornwell ©: When was that? - 
R. Duran : E don't “oneubee exactly but it was around~~ 
Tz can not tell exactly that time, it was 
probably after 1966. | 
G. Cornwell 7 E don't understand, ‘Who invited them to Cuba? 
4 °* Re Duran I really don't know: who invited them, ~ don't 


-xemember either if my brother went with Silvia 


Se ge nak weet scien SE ee em iene ee a te ee ee 
5 eo 
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or if he went alone. a 3 dont remember what<: 


: first book which we will simply describe as 


I page two books of photographs that I would 


Book and has basically 3x5 photographs in acy 


like for you to look at and ‘siupiy tell us 


if you can recognize any of the people. The 
a book that a a on. the outside Photo Ident. 


and a second book which has smaller pictures 


in it and 1s labeled PK document #7549. While 


you take a few moments to look through that 
well turn ‘the recorders off and give you time 


to Look through the books. 


= You have now had almost ten minutes to loom 


"4 through the ey cua books oS would you tell : 


— us what, if anyone or whom: you recognize in 


: Ene two pean 


° 


The only one is Mr. Lopez. 


So in ‘the book which had the larger pictures 7 


you recognized no one enae dn the book which | 


| is labeled Exhibit 7549, you had pointed to 


photos punbee 26 and 27 and identified that 
as a man idihed Ernesto Lafell, and where do — 


you know him neon 


He was--he took a sign when’ my brother was. 


seein in i 


He was a student of my brother's for a while > 
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"Titterview: Ruban Duran Navarro 2B J y Or ne 


and then he went on his own. 


Do you know where he is now? > 


 G. Cornwell 


oR. Duran ee | don" t know where he lives now put he 
dl classes at the University in Mexico. 
Ba Lopez + He isa a professor? 


~ 


Re Duran —_: Yes... My brother would know where ne a 


Ba Lopez - Were you aware of an allegation that was 

oe made by the Mexican authorities when they | 

questioned Horatio and Silvia, that Silvia. 

and Lee Harvey Maney while he» was here, | 

were lovers? | | 

_ oR. Duran . No. | | | eo 
(~ “. .@. Cornwell 4 Based on everything | that bake have heard | 
eee | over the years and your knowledge of the 
‘relationship between Horatio and Silvia, 
Mae the knowledge of silvia, would you, 
think Shee there was a possibility that 


that. allegation was ‘true? 


‘R. Duran ot Now - don' t think that's “not possible. 


G. Cornwell Have you: ever worked for any intelligence : 
agency of any country, including our own? 


. Re pasa 2 NOs. - 


G. Cornwell Do you know whether or not Horatio or Silvia 
ever had. 


R. Duran Horatio, he worked--he was in the police force 


a¢ 


in 1949 in the political agency--the Justice 


am ne ee cn Sr ad yg “AE! PTR IPT HES REA TN: SOAP ONE ZENE TARY BA fe EE Oe NT TT TART A a NRT ETRE i ee REE IEE OY nape 
— ot ae “ AN ee A ene Re ele sn Se A SS ts ae 
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G. Cornwell 


nie Re Duran 


.G. Cornwell 
- R. Duran | 
- G. Cornwell 


R. Duran : 


G. Cornwell 


R. Duran ~ 


GG. Cornwell 


R. Duran 
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a Ag A = RRR EI ES TE 


‘Ruban Duran Navarro = 4 yt 24 96st 


Department. The job was > 2 
That was I think in 1947 or something 
like that. 


And is. that the only relationship that you 


‘a et of any enbex of your ‘family? 


“My family yes. My sister worked in the 


intelligence committee in Florida. Tom Flores. 


found her a Job there and she is still working 


there. 
When did you first learn that we would come 
talk to you? 


When my friend ~ . fa ee . ’ located 


=< us and finally told us what it was all about. 


3¢ 


And approximately when was that? 


About: a week ago. 


Siviee that time have you taken the opportunity 


| to discuss ‘the events that we have asked you 


about with any other person? Have you, gone 


over “them with Horatio or Silvia or anyone else? | 


‘well, yes, I told my wife, when Silvia, that : 
‘day 3 you were here, I give’ her a ‘lift to her 
‘mother’ s house and she told. me _ something of 
shins happened, you know. | | 


“Some of the questions that were asked?’ 


No, not the questions, she was telling me 


denage: that I didn't oon noe even when this: 








oe — tr FAR on ee Fn ke ee ee eee pans ep aang et cr aT 
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- Cornwell 


Duran 


Cornwell — 


Duran > 


Cornwell . 


Duran 


Cornwell — 


Duran 


Cornwell 
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happened. Like, more, she reminded many 
things that happened that I forget about. 


‘Like all the problems they have with the | 


Cuban government . 


Silvia told Peet about some of ‘the . problems 


that. she had had with the Cuban government? 


No, she was telling me because she said ene 


_ wanted to write a Heol about this,  ? 


so she was ‘telling me things dike that so 


ie tell her that Tt can tell them" " Well, I 


2 3 3 out of this book, you cman 


The reason that at aeked the question is and 


oe maybe you can just help us with this, I would 
like to know whether any part of what you said 


today is not your independent recollection, 


but rather is based on something which has 


2 


been said to you by Horatio or Silvia? 


It's all your independent recollection? 


Yes" it is. 


In the conversations during eh last week or < 


a so, did you learn anything new about the 


. contacts between Silvia and Tae. Haevey Oswald? 


No. 


pid. you learn anything | which you have not told 


us here today? 
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Duran 


‘Cornwell 


Duran 
Cornwell 
‘Duane 


‘Cornwell * 


Duran | 


' Cornwell 


Duran 
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ee. i 
2 


-yoluntary? 


oo 


Ruban Duran Navarro 


No. 


Is there anything else that you know about 


ie 


talk to. | 

No, I gon’ t think SO. 

Do you know Erneso | Odio? | 
Nee | 
* Your agreement to talk to us and bos tat 


us record your statements, was that completely 


‘Yes, compiaterY 


you have. 


It is curiosity. 
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-. the matters that we have asked yon about | 


that you pave not told us? 


Is there any person who mee ever professed 
| to have information about these events — 


which you could pusseSe to us that we could 


Is that. any part of it that you have felt 
uneasy about talking about,:. or. any area. 


that you have not provided any information 





eee Ee Eee —man - te 
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CU R. Duran : It is all a good part of curiosity. 
First, we want to know. Second, we were 


also ery curious. 


~ Zs 





Oo Seg. cornwell 2%. Have you. on ‘were your “Tet! eo ‘say in’ “1960 - eee 


Pe 


interested. in , politics? 

R. Duran | 3 Well, no, I have ee ee interested. 
The only time rn was interested in politics was 
went went to the American Army and perhaps 
you know that I serve in ths aneeean Army 
as a paratrooper because I was born in Los 
“Angeles. So, I hate Nazi's. ‘So eney. never 

., called me because they lost my track because 
pas a ie I was born in nO Angeles and I lived here since 
, I was six years old and then I went to the . | 
American aupages and I became volunteer to the 
american Army. They never called me and during 
that time I didn't have anything to do, I had 
left school and everything SO Ee ‘say if they don! a 


_call ‘me rv “go back myself so I went to Los Angeles. 


G. Cornwell : Let me see if: understand oa You were een in 
Los Angeles? | 
-R. Duran : Yes. 
G. Cornwell : When you were about Six Genie eee moved to 
Mexico. a | - 
5 -R. Duran : Yes, during the pderession-aneue 1924 or 1930 or 31. 
e en Cornwell : What was the date of your birth again? | 


~t) 
oy . 
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G. Cornwell 


G. Cornwell 


R. Duran 
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sear m AMO, SER te SIEM LY ETE ee eis ae 


a oh baat tates tend 


And then when World War II started, you went 


to volunteer or what? 
and where aid you. serve? 
Well, they never sent me overseas. The reason _ 


‘training in Portia, Oklahoma and then I became > 


SET AE RT LT SP Se ee Ee SPREE RT NES ivsarsteudtia Sowrrcstnen merge ee PEAR ANS CAME PN S32 





1924. 


ee become volunteer. in- tks; and T: joined, the . 
~arny” beginning - ‘in: 1944. a oan ere ee 


they did not-is my English. I took my basic 


volunteer for the paratroopers and then I went 
to ? — -, Gerogia and then I get into 


the 82th Airborne Division, American's guard 


of honor and we paraded in Washington once. _ 


After that I--when the war was vest, = enlisted 
for one more year to see if I could learn more 


English and then I eon for--my one year. in foe 


States IT -went to school in Los Angeles, the 


? 7 Art Institute. Then I worked 


painting refrigerators: cand frigedars in Dayton, 


Ohio and then I went to Chicago to do a 2 sketching» 


in the aoe eee Chicago in the meat 
house of Sears and ROeeueE and well L did many 
works like that. I came back to Mexico and then. 


T seame: as a veteran and the government of the 


United States paid me three and a half years of 


GiI. bills here in Mexico and I went to art school 


here too. _ : —— gt 


A 
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ee Ruben Duran Naveere a 7. a 29° a ve 
| | 22 : oes’ 
a G. Cornwell save you ever been a member of ani political 
party? | | 
| R. Duran: No. | sd 
= cornwell? We understand ‘that perhaps’ Horatio | ‘and! igitvia’ = 
. - _ aaa pe much in pogo of ‘the ‘Cuban “Revolution 
during the early 1960's, were ae * ee 
Re Duran oo: Well, T believe in--I believe that-~ I have — 
seen ? | a for them. I: don't believe 
BOen ee because I really ‘don’ t know. agen | 
have seen fie | os 7 “during that 
time. Because Bastista, everybody used to 
| | 2 | Bastista during that time. | 
cS GG. eeunwes > What were your views of president Kennedy? _ 
R. Duran Well, I like him very much, I like his face 


and I was not here when he came to eee during ' 


that time I was in Europe. ‘They make him a 


—- 


-beautiful--they told me they make him a bea, 
reception Nene in Mexico, but I had» ‘sympathy 
for him and I like him because he was young and 
he--I like him. te a 
G. Cornwell : How did Silvia and Horatio feel towards him? 


R. Duran : I think they feel the same way. 


dD: Hardway 
ask you. You mentioned that the second time 


| 

| 

{ 

| 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

! 

I just have a couple questions I would like to. ae es | 
| 

| 

. 
Silvia was detained it was to protect her. 
| 

| 
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Cc —R. Duran. Yes. ’ | | 


D. Hardway How do you know it wee to protect her? 


outa told me. I ooo aS org AN. and 





vu. Re. Duran |? 
Ste eee ee. ‘told they" were: overy. ‘afraid® ‘that af eee ees 


something ee LE ould oat tens 


everything, it would complicate the > 


D. Hardway Did they tell you who they were protecting 
her from? 


R. Duran ee T guess anyone. I belives that. during that 


| 

| 

| 

Mexican government. | | a : | oe | 
| 

| 

| 

| 

! 

| 


; ae | time. with what happened with Oswald and 
everything and the Mexican government or 
‘a | | | - Mexican police were afraid a something happen 
to her and everything was very complicated so 7 4 
they protected her for three or four days, I | 
don't know. £. 8a: a _ - 7 a - 


Did she ever mention to woo nat she had told 


e¢ 


D. Hardway 


Oswald that there was any other way to et ao 


ee ee nn ed 


Visa to. Cuba other than the entransit visa? _ at 


R. Duran 


No, I don't know that heeauce I don’ t know aco ) 


the procedure. 


D. Hardway ‘Did she ever mention to foe that she had told / 3 L } 


him of wenee ways? | 
R. Duran : No. ) 
Ds Hardway ; When was the last time you saw Elena Grererro? 
a oR. Duran In France of 1962. . 
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(— | D. Hardway : You have not seen her since then? 


I don't even know if she is still alive 


R. Duran 


NeGause / somebody eae ooo 


“S88 Dy Hardway 07?" bia you: ever: talk. to. lena. ‘about Oswald? ce 





‘No, as ‘don cS see ee ‘since “1962. eee 


. ‘ 
ait 
. [ ed 
*¢ Se 


D. Hardway = Have you ever talked to aac as said — 

they hada talked to Blena: about Oswald. 

ae Duran | 3 No, I contacted way - =. lived some 
other place and went away, ene ee ee 
sister. One sister lives in Spain, her mother 
used ban tive in Gus? | _- she died 

2?  . T never ‘saw her anymore. 

after that I never Saw anyone of them. 


c 


a zi 


G. Cornwell : I guess’ there | are no further aati ae 
thank you very much for taking the time to 


speak to us. 


ve 


-R. Duran Oh, that's all right, any time. 
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